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This appeal arises pursuant to the Texas Workers= Compensation Act, TEX. LAB. 
CODE ANN. ' 401.001 et seq. (1989 Act).  A contested case hearing was held on 
September 3, 2002.  The hearing officer determined that the compensable injury 
sustained by the appellant (claimant) on ____________, does not extend to or include 
her lumbar spine.  The claimant appeals this determination.  The respondent (carrier) 
urges affirmance of the hearing officer’s decision.  

 
DECISION 

 
We affirm. 
 
Conflicting evidence was presented on the extent-of-injury issue.  The hearing 

officer is the sole judge of the weight and credibility of the evidence.  Section 
410.165(a).  As the trier of fact, the hearing officer resolves the conflicts in the evidence 
and determines what facts have been established.  We conclude that the hearing 
officer’s findings of fact in this regard are supported by sufficient evidence and are not 
so against the great weight and preponderance of the evidence as to be clearly wrong 
and unjust.  Cain v. Bain, 709 S.W.2d 175 (Tex. 1986).  We note that a hearing officer is 
charged with the responsibility to conduct the hearing in a manner that leads to the full 
development of the record.  Section 410.163(b).  We perceive no error in the manner in 
which the hearing officer conducted the hearing. 

 


